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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1-13 are pending. 

2. The arguments presented in the amendment are not persuasive and they do not 
overcome the prior art of record. Applicant's representative is invited to contact the 
examiner to discuss the future prosecution of this application. 

3. Examine responds to Applicant's arguments: 

page 9: links redirecting a consumer from vendor to a third party (ISP or ASP) are not 
novel, examiner will swear behind an affidavit to this effect having constructed his web 
site store front selling optical equipment using HTML software more than five years ago. 
Timing mechanisms, like credit payments, are controlled by the ISP or ASP or locally by 
software. 

page 10: mere multiplicity of links is not novel. Monitoring is inherently done by 
software and micro controllers as an design electrical engineer is well aware; examiner 
will again swear behind an affidavit to this effect. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 102(b) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1 - 13 are rejected under 35 US.C. 102 (b) as being unpatentable over 
Dedrick (US 6,016,509). 
Claim 1 , 

(Amended) A method of billing, by a third party, for access by a consumer to information 
made available by a vendor over a computer network, with the billing based on how 
long the consumer elects to access the information, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) when a consumer visits a vendor network address and decides to purchase access 
to information from the vendor, having the consumer exercise a link that will connect the 
consumer to the third party;/ abstract (GUI is the link); col 1 , L 19-46(vendor is Nexis); 
col 2, L 6-14; col 4, L 40-43(HTML routing by links); col 7, L 6-1 5(third party is 
clearinghouse server) 

b) having the third party initiate billing and connect the consumer to a location of the 
vendor where the information resides, wherein, in initiating billing of the consumer, the 
third party begins timing access by the consumer to the information made available by 
the vendor; and/ abstract; fig 1 (14); fig 5a(100); fig 5b(1 18); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 50- 
54; col 5, L 14-30; col 7, L 6-15 (third party is clearinghouse server); col 8, L 55-64 

c) making available a means by which the third party is made aware of when the 
consumer finishes accessing the information. /fig 1(18,20,14,12); col 1, L 19-37; col 2, L 
64 to col 3, L1 6 

Claim 2, 

(Amended) A method of billing a consumer for access for a limited time to information 
made available by a vendor, the access provided over a computer network, the method 
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requiring participation by a third party to mediate between the consumer and the 
vendor, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) having the vendor establish an account with the third party and provide to the third 
party a session connect address that is an address on the computer network of the 
information made available by the vendor;/ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 5a(100,102,104); col 1, L 
46-64 

b) having the third party provide the vendor with a start session address that is an 
address on the computer network of the third party to which the vendor is to direct a 
consumer to start timing access by the consumer to the information made available by 
the vendor;/ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 5a(100,102,104); coM , L 46-64; col 2, L64 to col 3, L 3; 
col 8, L 55 -64 

c) having the vendor make available over the computer network a pricetag link that will 
connect a prospective consumer with the third party;/col 1, L 65 to col 2, L 14; col 4, L56 
to col 5, L 30 

d) if the consumer exercises the pricetag link, having the third party return to the 
consumer a pricetag page that includes a price-per-unit time for access to the 
information made available for access by the vendor, a maximum duration of access for 
which the consumer is authorized, and a link to a start session address, which is an 
address of the third party;/ col 1 , L 65 to col 2, L 14; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 30; col 8, L 55 
-64 

e) if the consumer exercises the link to the start session address, having the third party 
return to the consumer an end session link, which the consumer can use to terminate 
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the purchase of access to information from the vendor earlier than waiting for the 
maximum duration of access to expire, and an authentication code;/ fig 2(36,37,38); col 
2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 

f) also if the consumer exercises the link to the start session address, having the third 
party provide to the vendor the consumer authentication code and the consumer 
address, and begin billing the consumer beginning when the consumer exercised the 
start session link;/ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 
31 

g) having the vendor provide to the consumer a page, located at the session connect 
address of the vendor, that provides an access link to the information made available by 
the vendor;/fig 2(30,32,34,36,37,38); col 1, L19-37; col 7, L 16-34 

h) if the consumer exercises the access link, having the vendor provide access to the 
information until either the maximum duration expires, or the consumer exercises the 
end session link; and/ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, 
L31 

i) if the consumer exercises the end session link, which redirects the consumer to the 
third party, having the third party notify the vendor that the consumer access is 
terminated, and having the third party stop billing the consumer./ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 
1 1-26; col 3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 
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Claim 3, 

The method of claim 2, wherein when the consumer accesses the network address of 
the vendor, the vendor transmits to the consumer a page which the pricetag link that 
provides enough information to the consumer for the consumer to decide whether to 
look further into purchasing information from the vendor./ col 1 , L 19-37; col 4, L 56 to 
col 5, L 31 
Claim 4, 

The method of claim 2, wherein the third party redirects the consumer to link to the 
vendor and in so linking passes to the vendor the consumer authorization code and 
consumer address as parameters of the link./ col 1 , L 19-37; col 3, L 16-34 (see 
password as authorization code) 
Claim 5, 

(New) A method of billing a consumer for access for a limited time to information 
made available by a vendor, the access provided over a computer network, the method . 
requiring participation by a third party to mediate between the consumer and the 
vendor, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) having the vendor establish an account with the third party and provide to the 
third party a session connect address that is an address on the computer network of the 
information made available by the vendor; /abstract; col 1 , L 19-46(vendor is Nexis); col 
2, L 6-14; col 4, L 40-43(HTML routing by links); col 7, L 6-15(third party is ^ 
clearinghouse server) 
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b) having the third party provide the vendor with a start session address that is an 
address on the computer network of the third party to which the vendor is to direct a 
consumer to start timing access by the consumer to the information made available by 
the vendor; and/ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 5a(100,102,104); col 1 , L 46-64; col 2, L64 to col 3, 
L 3; col 8, L 55 -64 

c) having the vendor make available over the computer network a pricetag link that 
will connect a prospective consumer with the third party;/ abstract; fig 1(14); fig 5a(100); 
fig 5b(1 18); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 50-54; col 5, L 14-30; col 7, L 6-15 (third party is 
clearinghouse server); col 8, L 55-64 

d) making available a means by which the third party is able to determine when 
access by the consumer to the information is terminated; and/ fig 1(18,20,14,12); col 1, 
L 19-37; col 2, L 64 to col 3, L16 

e) having the third party stop timing access by the consumer to the information 
made available by the vendor once the third party determines when the access by the 
consumer to the information is terminated./ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 16- 
34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 

Claim 6, 

(New) The method of claim 5, wherein the means by which the third party is able 
to determine when access by the consumer to the information is terminated is based on 
a maximum duration of access to the information, and further wherein the third party 
determines when the access by the consumer to the information is terminated by 
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determining that the maximum duration has expired./ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 11-26; col 
3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 
Claim 7, 

(New) The method of claim 5, wherein the means by which the third party is able 
to determine when access by the consumer to the information is terminated includes an 
end session link that is a link the consumer can use to terminate the purchase of access 
to information from the vendor, and further wherein the third party determines when the 
access by the consumer to the information is terminated by determining that the 
consumer has exercised the end session link./ fig 1(18,20,14,12); col 1, L 19-37; col 2, L 
64 to col 3, L1 6; col 8, L 51 -64 
Claim 8. (New) 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising a step in 
which the third party stops timing access to the information 

based on a maximum duration of access to the information./ fig 1(18,20,14,12); col 1, L 

19-37; col 2, L 64 to col 3, L1 6 

Claim 9. (Currently amended) 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising 

a step in which the third party provides an end session 

address for use by the consumer in signaling to the third party 

to stop timing access to the information./ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 5a(100,102,104); col 1, L 

46-64 
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Claim 10. (Currently amended) 

A system for billing, by a third party, 

for access by a consumer to information made available by a 

vendor over a computer network, with the billing based on how 

long the consumer continues to access the information, the system 

comprising: 

having a vendor network address on the 

computer network, and including means for providing an 

exercisable third-party link for connecting equipment 

operated by the consumer to a server operated by the third party 

and connected to the computer network; and 

the third party server, for initiating billing and 

connecting the consumer equipment to a location accessible over 

the computer network where the information made available by the 

vendor resides, and including means for providing an exercisable 

start-session link by which the consumer indicates the consumer 

has begun access of the information made available by the vendor, 

and also means by which to initiate timing access by the consumer 

to the information made available by the vendor if the consumer 

exercises the start-session link; 

a vendor server wherein the third-party link and the start-session link are 
links on respective pages for presentation to the consumer by a 
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browser hosted by equipment operated by the consumer./ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 
5a(1 00,1 02,1 04); col 1, L 46-64; col 2, L64 to col 3, L 3; col 8, L 55 -64; col 1, L 65 to 
col 2, L 14; col 4, L56 to col 5, L 30 
Claim 11, 

A system for billing as in claim 10, 

wherein the third party server includes means for providing 

to the consumer an end session address for use by the consumer in 

ending access to the information by linking the consumer 

equipment to the end session address, and also includes means by 

which to terminate timing access to the information if the 

consumer links to the end session address./ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 1 1-26; col 3, L 16- 
34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 
Claim 1 2. (Currently amended) 

A system for billing as in claimlO wherein the third party server includes means for 
stopping 

timing access to the information based on the consumer having 

exceeded a maximum duration of access to the information./ fig 2(36,37,38); col 2, L 1 1- 

26; col 3, L 16-34; col 4, L 56 to col 5, L 31 

Claim 13. (New) 

A method of billing, by a third party, for access over 

computer network by a consumer operating consumer equipment to 

information made available over the computer network by a vendor, 
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the vendor and the third party operating respective servers 
connected to the computer network each of which servers has a 
network address, the method comprising the steps of: 
the vendor server presenting to the consumer an exercisable 
link for connecting the consumer to the third party 
third-party server; and 

the third party server presenting to the consumer equipment 

an exercisable start-session link for use by the consumer in 

starting timed access to the information and also for use by the 

third party as a signal for starting to time access to the 

information, and the third party server directing the consumer 

equipment to a location where the information resides if the 

consumer exercises the start-session link; 

wherein the third-party link and the start-session link are 

links on respective pages for presentation to the consumer by a 

browser hosted by equipment operated by the consumer./ fig 2(36,37,38); fig 

5a(100,102,104); col 1 , L 46-64; col 2, L64 to col 3, L 3; col 8, L 55 -64; abstract; col 1 , 

L 19-46(vendor is Nexis); col 2, L 6-14; col 4, L 40-43(HTML routing by links); col 7, L 6- 

15(third party is clearinghouse server) 

This action is FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
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telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 3624 is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 



308-1113. 




Steven Wasvlchak 



11/11/04 
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